POLLUTION

7-11 years
Group of 10
children

I CAN CHANGE THIS

45 minutes

Goals of this activity are:
• recognizing the different types of pollution;
• identifying the real steps one can take in order to reduce pollution;
• developing ﬁne motor skills while creating their own ﬂower pot.

List of needed materials :
• A set of illustrated cards with text and images about : clean water - dirty water, clean ground
– dirty ground, clean air – dirty air and text cards: air pollution-air pollution, land pollution - land
pollution, water pollution – water pollution, noise pollution-noise pollution, radioactive pollution radioactive pollution
10 handouts using the picture
https://www.colourbox.com/vector/you-can-help-the-earth-ecology-infographics-vector-31407212
• 10 water plastic bottles
• Scissors, glue, colours, paintbrushes , permanent markers
• A magnetic board or any kind of board
• Two sheets of paper for each group
• Horticultural soil

1. Facilitators must create in advance the card set illustrating the different types of pollution.
2. Initially the whole group sits in a circle together with the facilitator,who presents the memory
game: they have to ﬁnd either the opposite pair of the card ( dark air- clean air) or the identical
cards ( air pollution-air pollution). The facilitator puts all the cards on the ground, children start
the memory game. When they ﬁnd a matching pair, they put the cards on the magnetic board.
3. After ﬁnishing the game, children look at the cards and identify together the main pollution
types.
4. The facilitator encourages brainstorming and asks children to say what can they do in order
to reduce pollution: use glass bottles, buy eco-friendly products, walk or ride a bike, turn of light,
computers, Tv’s when not used. Children are divided into two groups and they have to draw
a house and write the concrete actions: turn of light, turn of computers, they may draw a bike
outside the house, mainly those actions that may be done by themselves.After that, groups are
encouraged to present their house and the mentioned steps to reduce pollution. The two groups
compare the illustrations.
5. After the facilitator hands out the images illustrating the real steps to save the Earth. Children
tick those actions that they are able to performe. https://www.colourbox.com/vector/you-canhelp-the-earth-ecology-infographics-vector-31407212
6. This is followed by a short presentation about the landﬁll in Cateura, https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=UJrSUHK9Luw , stopping the video at 0.16 seconds. Children are encouraged to
identify different garbage, to say what can they see, how they imagine living in a village like this.
After that, they watch the whole video.
7. The facilitator explains them the 3R’s : Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and stresses the main idea of
the video:The world sends us garbage, we send them back music. After that the facilitator plays
the video again. Children’s task is to identify the reused items: oil, can, wood, forks, string and
so on.
8. The facilitator announces that they are going to make a similar thing, they are going to turn
a used plastic bottle into a ﬂower pot, something similar with the image bellow https://www.
colourbox.com/vector/you-can-help-the-earth-ecology-infographics-vector-31407212
9. They cut the bottles, paint them in different colours, personalise them by drawing eyes and
mouth, ears, ﬁll them with horticultural soil and either plant ﬂowers into them or put seed.
10. The activity ends with an exhibition of the new objects created from reused bottles.
Make sure that children can use the scissors.
Video
subtitles: The
watch?v=UJrSUHK9Luw
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-

https://www.youtube.com/

A slum built on a landﬁll. My name is Ada Maribell Rios Bordados. I’m 13 years old and I play the
violin. My name is Juan Manuel Chavez, better known as Bebi, I’m 19 and I play Cello.
This Cello Is made from an oil can, and wood that was thrown away in the garbage.
The pegs are made out of an old tool used to tenderize beef and this was used to make gnocchi.
It sounds like this.
A community like Cateura, is not a place to have a violin, in fact, a violin is worth more than a
house.
We found the violin’s shell in this pile, and that’s when we began to make recycled instruments.
The families that live there recycle the trash and then sell it.

I never imagined myself building an instrument like this, and I fell very happy when I see a kid
playing a recycled violin.
When I listen the sound of a violin, I fell butterﬂies in my stomach. It’s feeling that I don’t know
how to explain. The recycled orchestra, is an orchestra that performs with instruments made out
of trash.
My life would be worthless without music. People realize that we shouldn’t throw away trash
carelessly. Well, we shouldn’t throw away people either.

